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Overview

In Connecticut, each student receiving special education services is reported with one primary
disability—the condition that most significantly impacts the student’s learning and drives their
individualized supports. Districts determine this classification through the Planning and
Placement Team (PPT) process, using IDEA-defined disability categories and state evaluation
requirements. Reporting a student’s primary disability helps the state monitor trends, ensure
equitable access to services, and understand the diverse needs of students with disabilities
across Connecticut. While students may have multiple areas of need, only one disability is
identified as primary for statewide reporting and data analysis.

How to Use this Report

This report can be adjusted using the Year, District, and Disability dropdowns. To see statewide
data, select State of Connecticut from the District dropdown menu. Export the results to a .csv
file by clicking “Export .csv file”.

Inclusion/Exclusion Rules
In this report, a student with a disability is a student in Kindergarten through Grade 12 with an
Individualized Education Program (IEP) or Services Plan.

Students with a 504 Plan and Pre-Kindergarten students are not included in this report.

Terms/Definitions
e District: In this report, the district reported is the Nexus District. The Nexus District is
the district that has the legal responsibility to identify, educate, and pay for a special
education student under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).
Generally, nexus means the town where the student’s parent(s) reside (and pay taxes).
e Disability: The disability which is most indicative of the student’s primary disability.
o All Disabilities (All students with disabilities)
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Autism

Emotional Disturbance

Intellectual Disability

Learning Disability

Other Disabilities (includes students with Hearing Impairment, Visual
Impairment, Orthopedic Impairment, Deaf/Blindness, Multiple Disabilities,
Traumatic Brain Injury and Developmental Delay)

Other Health Impairment

Speech/Language Impairment

e Overall Prevalence Rate: Calculated by dividing the number of students in a disability
category by the total number of students (both students with and without disabilities) in
the district (or state).

e Within Special Education Prevalence Rate: Calculated by dividing the number of
students in a disability category by the total number of students with disabilities in the
district (or state). This rate sums to 100% across the seven major disability categories.

Source(s) and Update Schedule

Tables and charts in this report use the Connecticut Special Education Data System (CT-SEDS)
(formerly SEDAC) and Public School Information System (PSIS) October Collections as their
source, both of which include students enrolled as of October 1.

This report is updated annually.

Data Contact

Please contact the EdSight Helpdesk (edsight.SDE@ct.gov) with comments or questions.



https://portal.ct.gov/sde/special-education/new-iep/new-iep-ct-seds
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Performance/Data-Collection-Help-Sites/PSIS-Help-Site
mailto:edsight.SDE@ct.gov
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